Grade 11 World Religions Culminating Task
How Different Religions See God
PART 1: 
Read the following excerpts by National Geographic author, Patrick J. Kiger and complete the following questions for each religion: 
a) How is the divine viewed in this religion? 
In this religion, the divine is viewed in a Godly perception whereby God is considered to be sacred. However, this is exempted from Buddhism whereby there is no focus on god but the enabling of a person. In the divine of the religious, God is characterized by some common characteristics like being eternal, all-powerful as well as omnipresent God. All followers in the religion believe in one God and it is through the holy books of the religion they all have rules that they have to abide by as the followers of God. 
b) Where does the belief about the divine come from? 
The belief about the divine comes from the holy books that belong to every religion. 
c) Is there a name that followers use to refer to the divine?
Followers use the name to refer to the divine, a name which is based on each religion.
CHRISTIANITY: Followers of Christianity believe in one God, whose creation of the world is depicted in the Bible’s book of Genesis. God is viewed as eternal, all-powerful, and all-knowing, but also limitlessly benevolent. But from there, it gets a little complicated, because Christians also believe that God is a Holy Trinity of three distinct supernatural persons, all three of which humanity has experienced in different ways. There is the Father, the powerful figure who is depicted in the Bible’s Old Testament. There’s also the Son, Jesus, who is incarnated on Earth in the New Testament to live among people and to die on the cross to atone for their sins. Finally, there’s the Holy Spirit, which represents the supernatural effect that God has upon humans. Christianity has a centuries-old tradition in which artists have depicted Jesus and his life on Earth, as a way of enhancing the experience of the faithful in worship.
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JUDAISM: The Jewish concept of God is expressed succinctly in the Shema, a prayer contained in the Biblical Book of Deuteronomy: “Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is one.” Jews worship one God, who is omnipotent (having unlimited power; able to do anything) and omniscient (knowing everything), and whose greatness is so immense that He cannot be described adequately in human language. Unlike Christianity, Judaism doesn’t believe in physically representing or describing God, out of concern that it will blur the distinction between God and humanity. The faith also teaches that God entered into a special covenant with the Jewish people at Mt. Sinai, following their flight from bondage in Egypt in ancient times. As a result, Jews sometimes refer to God as “elohay yisrael,” the God of Israel. 
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ISLAM: Muslims believe there is one God, Allah, who created the universe and reigns supreme over it. Allah is immortal, all-knowing, and omnipotent (having unlimited power; able to do anything), but also just and merciful. Allah is majestic but also has a close relationship with each person and provides both guidance and help to those in distress. Allah has no gender, shape, or form. The will of Allah, to which believers surrender, is made known through the Qur’an. The sacred scripture which Allah revealed to Muhammad, the last in a line of prophets that also includes Abraham, Moses, and Jesus. Allah has no gender or form and does not resemble anything else that exists. Unlike Christianity, Islam generally forbids artistic depictions of Muhammad. "The prophet himself was aware that if people saw his face portrayed by people, they would soon start worshiping him," Akbar Ahmed, chairman of the Islamic Studies department at American University, told CNN in 2015. "So he spoke against such images, saying 'I'm just a man.'"
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HINDUISM: This religion blends monotheism (belief in one god) and polytheism (belief in many gods) in a complex way. Hindus believe that a single divine presence, the Brahman, is the creator of the universe and connected to everyone and everything in it. The Brahman doesn’t have a gender, and it is formless, so it can’t be depicted. To enable humans to relate to it, the Brahman takes on different manifestations – the vast number of different gods and goddesses, who are depicted in Hindu art and religious writings. There is a trinity of main Hindu deities—Brahma, the creator of the universe, Vishnu the preserver, and Shiva the destroyer. Others include Ganesh, the god of wisdom and learning, who is depicted as having the head of an elephant and a human body. 
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BUDDHISM: Unlike other religions, Buddhism doesn't focus on worshiping a god, but rather upon enabling a person to make spiritual progress and outgrow ignorance, irrationality, and suffering and ultimately to become a perfected human being. Instead, Buddhist art depicts the religion's founder, the Indian prince Siddhartha, who meditated beneath a tree to achieve enlightenment and became known as the Buddha, which means "enlightened one." Buddhists don't worship the Buddha. However, statues, which sometimes depict him in the act of meditation, are seen as helpful in inspiring devotion and uplifting the mind.
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PART 2:
Complete the following chart.
	RELIGION 
	WHAT DID YOU LEARN ABOUT THE BELIEF OF THE DIVINE?
	WHAT DID YOU LEARN ABOUT WHERE THE BELIEF ABOUT THE DIVINE COMES FROM?
	HOW DOES THIS COMPARE TO YOUR FAITH TRADITION?

	CHRISTIANITY
	Followers believe in the existence of one supreme creator who is God. In Christianity, God exists in three supernatural persons in which there is the experience of humanity which is experienced in three ways. 






	The belief about the divine comes from the three supernatural persons. They are the Father, the Son, and finally the Holy Spirit.
	In comparison to my faith in tradition, there is the existence of supernatural gods who are considered to be the life-giver as well as the protector.

	JUDAISM
	In Judaism, the Gods' concept is expressed succinctly in the Shema. In the worship, God is considered as the giver of life. Also, he is the omniscient God, meaning he knows everything and also omnipotent. 







	The divine comes from the old testament when God entered into a covenant with the Jews in Mount Sinai. It is from this time that the Jewish has been referring to God as “elohay yisrael,” which means the God of Israel. 
	According to my faith tradition, there should a covenant between God and his followers. This should be done to ensure that followers abide by the rules that should be restricting them as human beings.

	ISLAM
	In this divine, there is a supreme god, who is referred to as Allah. Allah reins the world because he is the creator. Allah cannot be described because he has neither a definite shape nor gender. However, there are sacred scriptures that are revealed to Mohammed by Allah. 





	In Islam, the divine comes from the time of creation after Allah created the Universe. It is from this time that Allah shows his concern and love to Muslims by providing guidance as well as help to the Muslims who have stress. 
	In comparison to my faith comparison, the supreme creator has limited power. Moreover, he has the power to do everything even those that cannot be expected by human beings. 

	HINDUISM
	In the belief of this divine, there is the presentation of monotheism and also polytheism. However, these Gods are presented in a complex way such that there is the creator in the monotheism and also the server as well as the destroyer. 







	The belief of this divine comes from different manifestations that are done to ensure that a specific creator is not depicted because he has no gender and is formless. 
	This compares to my faith tradition in that there should be manifestations of things that are related to God in the life of human beings those should always be done to be reminding people that there is still the existence of a supreme creator. 

	BUDDHISM
	It's a divine that is not concerned with creatures but instead, it deals with statues that are considered to be sacred. However, it is in this religion that Buddha is depicted in meditation  







	The beliefs about Buddha come from the statues that are honored in this religion. The statues play a significant role by ensuring that followers are motivated and encouraged. 
	In relation to my faith tradition, there is a supreme being, who is being prayer helping those who need help in everything.



PART 3:
“Religion is a candle inside a multicolored lantern. 
Everyone looks through a particular color, but the candle is always there.” – Mohammed Neguib
Interfaith Dialogue
Interfaith dialogue provides space for the religions to contribute and complement each other. The opportunity created in dialogue enables religions to clarify their doubts, misconceptions, and misunderstandings about other faiths and further contributes towards other religions' development and growth.
Four Methods of Interfaith Dialogue
Dialogue of life
In which people of different faiths and spiritual traditions strive to live in an open and neighborly spirit – includes socializing and hospitality.
Dialogue of action
In which people of spiritual commitment and faith collaborate with others in building a just society – includes service and working for justice.
Dialogue of religious experience
In which people share their spiritual traditions and ways of searching for God or the Absolute – includes prayer, worship, celebration.
Dialogue of theological exchange
In which specialists seek to deepen their understanding of other spiritual heritages.
Task:
Write a two (2) paragraph response on interfaith dialogue. 
· Paragraph ONE should discuss why interfaith dialogue is important and necessary. (5-10 sentences).
Interfaith dialogue is important and necessary for several reasons. First, is because it provides the glue that is used to nourish and also keeping our society as one thing. As we go through our diversity, we should learn not to drown as well as suffocate the others. However, we must learn how to swim alongside others. Interfaith work is significant because it allows us to deepen our faith by learning about other faiths. 
· Paragraph TWO should discuss how you can participate in interfaith dialogue in your community. Be sure to include at least two of the methods of interfaith dialogue. (5-10 sentences)
In a competitive conversation n that is in interface dialogue. I can participate by being concerned with my perspectives. Moreover, in interfaith conversation participants are interested in the perspective of everyone who is involved. These are based on the groups and also tone.  With this, is the enhancement of good interfaith dialogue in your community.
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